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Phoenix Community College Philosophy 

1. Introduction 
Phoenix Community College is committed to providing an inclusive education that meets the diverse needs of all students, including those with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND). This policy outlines our approach to identifying, assessing, and supporting students with SEND to ensure they achieve their full potential. 
2. Aims and Objectives 
· To identify and assess students with SEND as early as possible. 
· To provide appropriate and high-quality education tailored to the needs of students with SEND. 
· To ensure that students with SEND are fully included in all aspects of school life. 
· To work in partnership with parents, guardians, and external agencies to support students with 
SEND. 
· To regularly monitor and review the progress of students with SEND and adjust support as needed. 
3. Scope 
This policy applies to all students with SEND enrolled at Phoenix Community College. 
4. Definition of SEND 
Students are considered to have SEND if they have a learning difficulty or disability that requires special educational provision. This may include difficulties with: 
· Communication and interaction 
· Cognition and learning 
· Social, emotional, and mental health 
· Sensory and/or physical needs 
5. Identification and Assessment 
Initial Identification: 
· During the enrolment process, information about any known SEND is gathered from parents, guardians, and previous educational settings. 
· Teachers and staff are trained to identify potential SEND through observations and assessments. 
Ongoing Assessment: 
· Regular monitoring of student progress to identify any emerging needs. 
· Use of a variety of assessment tools and strategies to gather a comprehensive understanding of each 
student’s needs. 
· Collaboration with external specialists for further assessment when necessary. 
6. Provision and Support 
Individual Education Plans (IEPs): 
• An IEP will be created for each student identified with SEND, outlining specific goals, strategies, and resources. 
• IEPs are developed in collaboration with students, parents/guardians, and relevant staff and are reviewed regularly. 
Differentiated Instruction: 
· Teachers use differentiated teaching methods to accommodate various learning styles and abilities. 
· Modifications to curriculum, assignments, and assessments are made as needed. 
Specialist Support: 
· Access to specialist support such as special education teachers, speech and language therapists, and educational psychologists. 
· Use of assistive technology and resources to support learning. 
Inclusive Practices: 
· Ensuring that students with SEND can participate in all school activities. 
· Providing opportunities for social interaction and peer support. 
7. Partnership with Parents and Guardians 
Communication: 
· Regular communication with parents/guardians about their child’s progress and any changes to their support plan. 
· Meetings and consultations to discuss and review IEPs and other relevant plans. 
Support and Resources: 
· Providing information and resources to help parents/guardians support their child’s learning and development at home. 
· Workshops and training sessions for parents/guardians on various aspects of SEND. 
8. Collaboration with External Agencies 
Multi-Agency Working: 
· Working with local authorities, healthcare providers, and other external agencies to provide comprehensive support. 
· Participation in annual reviews and other meetings with external agencies. 
Referrals: 
· Referring students to external specialists for additional support and assessment as needed. 
· Ensuring that any external support is well-coordinated and integrated into the student’s overall 
support plan. 
9. Staff Training and Development 
· Training: Regular training for staff on SEND-related topics and inclusive teaching practices. 
· Professional Development: Encouraging staff to pursue professional development opportunities to 
enhance their understanding and skills in supporting students with SEND. 
10. Monitoring and Review 
· Progress Tracking: Regularly tracking the progress of students with SEND to ensure effective support and identify any areas for improvement. 
· Feedback: Gathering feedback from students, parents/guardians, and staff to inform and improve SEND provision. 
· Policy Review: This policy will be reviewed annually to ensure it remains effective and reflects current best practices and legal requirements. 
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